Stary Oskol and its district is the place where you live. It doesn’t matter if it is your birthplace or not. Your family and you are a part of Starooskolia. Do you love your native district? Can you name yourself a connoisseur of it? Are you proud you live here?

Before reading mind the meaning of the specific words. If you are not sure consult the dictionary, please:

	1. oak -

2. birch -

3. pine -

4. ash -

5. elm -

6. maple -

7. lime -

8. asp -

9. firs -

10. pines -

11. bird-cherry tree -

12. rowan-tree -

13. wild apple-tree -

14. pear-trees -

15. brown bear -

16. wolf (-ves) -

17. redfox (-es) - 

18. hare -

19. shrew -

20. suslik -

21. mouse (mice) -

22. squirrel -

23. elk - 
	24. amphibian -

25. reptile -

26. frog -

27. lizard -

28. grass-snake -

29. mirror carp -

30. bream -

31. roach -

32. perch -

33. ruff -

34. even sheet-fish - 

35. song-bird -

36. resident (bird) -

37. sparrow -

38. starling -

39. dove -

40. duck -

41. wood-cock -

42. quail -

43. partridge -

44. game bird -

45. Starooskolsky water basin -

46. the Dendropark in Iliiny Settlement -


Read the text and do a post-test.

The Local Position of Starooskolia
The City of Stary Oskol and its district are situated in the northern part of Belgorod region. The official name is Starooskolian Municipal District. It is the 2nd largest settlement in the region. Its population is over 305 000 citizens (2010). There are some rivers there but they are short.  Among them are the Kotyol, the Ublya, the Potudan, the Dublinka, the Oskolets, and the Oskol.  The longest river is the Oskol.  The city of Stary Oskol has a benefit in local position: it is surrounded by the Oskol and its inflow the Oskolets. The Oskol River itself is the left inflow of the Seversky Donets which originates on the Central Russian Upland. The route of the Oskol goes through Stary Oskol, New Oskol, Valuyki, Kupyansk where the river flows into the Seversky Donets. 13 kilometers north to the city there is a water basin. The folk name it as «Starooskolsky water basin». It shares its waters between Belgorod and Kursk regions.  There are some lakes and ponds on the territory but they are small.  The most significant is the Potudan Spring. It is not far from Stary Oskol (it’ll take you about half an hour to get there by car). The Potudan Spring is a wonderful place which attracts people with its miracle water. This place is very popular with just married and young families.
Flora and Fauna of the District
The typical landscape of the district is the forests, the steppe and chalk hills. In the past oak, birch and pine forest probably covered the greater part of Oskolian district. In the course of the centuries the forest area was progressively diminished. Nevertheless the greatest density of woodland occurs around the city. The most common trees are oak, ash, elm, maple, lime, birch and asp; firs and pines are also found everywhere. Widespread are also bird-cherry trees, rowan-trees, wild apple-trees and pear-trees. There also are various types of wild vegetation including the natural flora of woods, fens and steppes. So we can find some places, which are a real museum of nature. It should be noted that the largest part out of the area is under cultivation, other is pasture and meadow.

The fauna of our district is numerous and different. It includes lots of species of mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and fish. Some of the larger mammals, such as the brown bear, have become extinct. In the past time wolves and redfoxes are widely-spread in the wooden areas. Hares, shrews, susliks, mice and squirrels are found here. The squirrel is rare now but you can see it in the Dendropark in Iliiny Settlement. The glory of our district is the elk.  
As for amphibians and reptiles, it should first point out frogs, lizards, grass-snakes. All of them have much food both in the air and water. Among river and lake fish the often seen are mirror carp, bream, roach, perch, ruff, and even sheet-fish.  The bird world is also rich and varied. The singing of the song-birds may be very spectacular. Some species of the words are resident, others visit our district regularly. You can easily find sparrows, starlings, doves, etc.  Ducks, wood-cocks, quails, partridges, as game birds, are spread here too.

