St David’s Day

We know a lot of interesting facts about Wales and now we want to tell you about this beautiful country. 
Wales is a country that is part of the United Kingdom and the island of Great Britain. There is no other part of the British Isles where national traditions are more cherished than in Wales. The Welsh still proudly wear their national dress on festive occasions. The Welsh language is still very much a living force and is taught side by side with English in schools of Wales.
Wales really begins with the Anglo-Saxon victories in the 6th and 7th centuries which isolated the Welsh from the rest of their fellow- Britons. Until the 11th century the Vikings made frequent raids on the country and established many strongholds, in spite of strong resistance organized by the Welsh. However, the subjection of the people was completed by Edward I who made his son, afterwards Edward II, the first Prince of Wales. 
The Welsh call their country Cymru, and themselves they call Cymry, a word has the same root as “comrade, friend”.
                                                              St David’s Day.
Thirteen centuries ago there lived a priest called Rhidian, who looked after a small church in the Gower peninsula. He went on a special journey-a pilgrimage to St.Davids.
His journey was long and difficult. Since the Romans had left Britain the roads had become overgrown and so he had to travel on the rough tracks. However, he was determined to visit the place where Saint David had built his monastery and where David was now buried. Like many other Christians he believed that if he went to this holy site, he would feel closer to God and receive a special blessing.
When Rhidian arrived in St.Davids he prayed to God and made an offering to the monastery. Like all pilgrims, he wanted to take something back with him from St.Davids-something which would remind him of his pilgrimage and which would bring him closer to God. So before leaving, he took the small lamp he had brought with him and lit it with the flame which burnt at the altar of David’s shrine. Carefully he guarded the flame on his way home, protecting it from the winds which whistled through the trees.
Weary and tired from his travels, Rhidian stopped to spend the night at the house of a friend called Gwynor. Gwynor welcomed Rhidian to his home. During the cold night they sat down to eat a simple meal together and talked about Rhidian’s wonderful visit to St.Davids.
As they talked, Gwynor noticed that Rhidian often glanced at his lamp. He wondered why Rhidian was wasting the precious oil; the house was already lit, so why was Rhidian keeping his lamp alight?
If you want to know more about the country you should learn its history, its culture and traditions. Our students know about the history of Wales very much.
During the Iron Age and early medieval period, Wales was inhabited by the Celtic Britons. A distinct Welsh national identity emerged in the centuries after the Roman withdrawal from Britain in the 5th century, and Wales is regarded as one of the modern Celtic nations today. 
Celtic tribes from Europe came to settle the whole of the British Isles around 500-100 BC, alongside the original Iron Age population. 
The origin of the word Wales is a strange one. It is a variation on a common word used hundreds of years ago by the Anglo-Saxon to mean foreigners or outsiders.
Wales came into existence as a country with Henry the 8’s Act of Union in 1536.
Wales really begins with the Anglo-Saxon victories in the 6th and 7th centuries which isolated the Welsh from the rest of their fellow-Britons. Until the 11th century the Vikings made frequent raids on the coast. Then came the Normans who penetrated into the south of the country and established many strongholds, in spite of strong resistance organized by the Welsh.
Every country has its national symbols and so does Wales.
The origin of the Red Dragon flag, or “y Draig Goch” could date back to the Roman period. The dragon was used by Roman military. After the Romans left, the Red Dragon remained as a key emblem of Wales. 
The national flag-The Red Dragon-was granted official status in 1959, but the dragon itself has been associated with Wales for centuries. Some say it’s the oldest national flag still in use, and that was used by King Arthur and other ancient Celtic leaders. 
The Welsh flag is absent on the Union flag. In 1959 Queen Elizabeth II granted Wales its own official flag-a red dragon on a green and white background. 
The Leek is the emblem of Wales since the 16th century. Welshmen all over the world celebrate St David’s Day by wearing either leeks or daffodils. The link between the leek and St David’s Day is the belief that he is supposed to have lived for several years on bread and wild leek.
According to legend St David advised the Britons on the eve of a battle with the Saxons, to wear leeks in their caps so as to easily distinguish friend from foe. This helped to secure a great victory. Today Welsh people around the world wear leeks on St David’s Day.
The daffodil is also closely associated with St David’s Day, due to the belief that it flowers on that day. It became an alternative to the leek as a Welsh emblem in the 20th century.
The harp is regarded as the national instrument of Wales. By the end of the 18th century, the triple harp-so called because it had three rows of strings-was widely known as the Welsh harp on account of its popularity in Wales. The harp has been used through the ages as an accompaniment to folk-singing and dancing and as a solo instrument. 









Wales is a land of music, so our girls want to sing you an old Welsh song.
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                                                     Old Welsh Song 
                                                                                (Henry Treece)
I take with me where I go a pen and a golden bowl;
Poet and beggar step in my shoes, or a prince in a purple shawl.
I bring with me when I return to the house that my father’s hands made,
A crooning bird on a chrystal bough, 
O, a sad, sad word!
We also know that Welsh people enjoy dancing and have learnt a traditional Welsh dance.
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Wales is a country of beautiful scenery, monumental castles, exciting palaces and cathedrals. Each student has his own favorite place in Wales and we want to acquaint you with them.
There are many Med.Castles in Wales. And I’d like to see them all, but most of all I’m interested in D.Castle. Dol’wyddeelan Castle is a native Welsh castle located near Dolwyddelan in Conwy Country in North Wales. It was built in the 1th century by Llywelyn the Great, Prince of Gwynedd and North Wales as one of the Snowdonian strowgholds.
I’m fascinated by the ruins of Lianthony Priory. In the heart of the Black Mountains. In about 1100 a somewhat fanciful knight, William de Lacy, founded the first religious house in this spot. 
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If I were in Wales I would see Cardiff Castle. This nineteenth-century reconstruction, a monument to Victorian wealth and self-confidence. 
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As far as I know in the middle of a friendly, unpretentious Sought Wales town stands one of Europe’s great medieval fortresses, Caerphy. Since its founding in 1271 Caerphilly has suffered a number of attacks. 
[image: C:\Users\александра\Desktop\Wales\IMG_0238.JPG]
I find it interesting Powis Castle, near Welshpool, is one of Wales’s  most elegant historic houses.
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I absolutely agree. And I’d like to add the gardens at Powis completed the castel’s air of grace and style. These formal gardens, with their terraces and orangery, are essentially the same today as they were when they were laid out in the eighteenth century by Capability Brown. 
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If I were in Wales I would visit Caernarfon Castle. Edward I planned that Caernarfon should be the most powerful link in his chain of North Wales castles. 
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I’d like to see South Wales. The Black Mountain must always have fired the imagination. 
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Do you know that the first station in Anglesey is famous as having the longest name of any place in the world. The local people are proud of this extraordinary name, and can even repeat it to you from memory. 
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Poem “My beautiful Wales”
I think I would cry
If they made me say GOODBYE
To the beautiful land  of Wales.
With the mountains so high,
Crystal streams running by,
All this in beautiful Wales.
Welsh rugby’s a treat,
It’s a great place to meet,
At the Millennium Stadium in Wales.
Castle and leek,
The language we speak,
You can tell that we come from Wales,
This country is great!
Don’t   leave it too late,
To visit my beautiful Wales!
At the end of our performance we want to give you an small surprise, a Russian traditional song “Krasny Sarafan”
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