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I. Listening
Time: 15 minutes

You will hear part of a radio programme devoted to Elvis Presley. Which of the following is true (T), false (F) or not stated (NS)?

1. Presley was the best pop singer in the 1970s.

2. Young people used to mimic Presley’s style in clothes.

3. Elvis Presley’s image is still popular with some people.

4. Elvis ushered in a new era in pop –music.

5. Everybody considers Presley to be alive.

6. The King died before his forties birthday.

7. Elvis Presley died because he was unable to go through  with his stardom.

8. The actual cause of his death was the overdose of pills.

9. On one occasion Presley almost killed himself and a girl with drugs.

10. The only drug that could have killed the singer was cocaine. 

11. Presley was never treated for drug addiction.

12. Once part of the audience left the house because the singer forgot the lyrics of the song.

13. The audience applauded the singer while he was giving a karate demonstration.
14. The doctors got Presley addicted through carelessness.

	Transfer your answers to the answer sheet!


II. Reading 
Time: 30 minutes
Task 1

Read the text and choose one of the titles given below (A-I) to match each paragraph (1-6)/ There are two titles which you do not need to use.

a. Are they mad?

b. Is it as dangerous as it sounds?

c. A popular pastime?

d. Is it legal?

e. Who’s next?

f. An exciting hobby or a hard job?

g. What makes people do it?

h. The four letters that make all the difference.

BASE Jumping

(1) Thirty years ago, Carl Boenish took a team of skydivers to Yosemite National Park, USA, and jumped with them from El Capitan’s summit. The sport developed into BASE jumping, named after the four types of fixed objects people jump from: Building, Antenna, Span (bridge) and Earth(cliff).

(2) Due to the legislation surrounding it, many BASE jumpers keep their hobby a secret, so it’s difficult say how many are involved in the sport. Estimated figures are very low – there are probably fewer than 1500 across the world.

(3) Different countries have different attitudes towards BASE jumping. In the USA, the act of BASE jumping is not illegal, although the owners of high bridges and buildings do not usually permit to jump from them. There are tight regulations against the sport in American and Australian national parks. One of the few countries that welcomes BASE jumping is Malaysia, home to two of the world’s highest buildings.

(4)  It is the danger of the sport that lures people to it. Comparably, skydiving is very safe. For some people, skydiving begins to feel too safe, and they move on to BASE jumping to recapture the sense of excitement. The main thrill experienced is a sensation called ground rush. BASE jumpers fall from heights much lower than those considered safe by skydivers. Though they do not reach the same speeds, they accelerate more quickly during their fall. At the fastest part of a skydiver’s fall the ground is still distant, but BASE jumpers see it approaching them at an incredible speed.

(5)  Maybe, but BASE jumpers also have great skill and focus. They have to know how to manoeuvre  and  land with total accuracy, as there is no room for mistakes. Anyone considering BASE jumping should already be an experienced  skydiver. Attempting a BASE jump without the necessary knowledge or experience is suicidal.

(6) No one can deny that BASE jumping is an incredibly dangerous sport. The jumps are  much shorter than those undertaken by skydivers, leaving little time to open the parachute, or sort out problems if they arise. Such problems can often be fatal.
However, some BASE jumping enthusiasts insists that the risks are exaggerated, and can be kept to a minimum if the jumps are carried out correctly. Many claim that strict laws against jumping in national parks force them to jump in unsafe conditions, often from perilously low cliff edges with unsuitable equipment. 

But even at organised jumps, casualties are expected with ambulances on stand-by for anticipated broken ankles or more serious injuries. 

	Transfer your answers to the answer sheet!


Task 2 

Read the text and circle the correct letter in your answer sheet (a, b or c).
Health Care in America

In the United States, unlike many European countries, health care is not free. This is mainly due to the traditions of free enterprise and minimal government interference in matters of public welfare.

Medical treatment is very expensive and is unaffordable for the majority of Americans. This is because doctors are amongst the highest-paid professionals in the United States. Doctors justify the high fees they charge by citing the long preparation time to become a doctor (often over 10 years) and the high cost of medical school (not uncommonly $25,000 per year). Expensive machines and technology for treating and diagnosing illnesses are another factor contributing to the high cost health care. Finally, physicians and hospitals must buy malpractice insurance to protect themselves against lawsuits by patients who believe they have received inadequate care. This is not cheap and the price for this is passed on to the patients. 


Fortunately, most Americans have insurance that covers most medical expenses. In some states, employers are required to provide the employees with medical insurance, paying for all or a portion of the monthly premium for each full-time employee. There has been controversy over this policy because some companies such as Wal-Mart ( a large retail chain), purposely try to minimize the number of full-time employees, preferring instead to hire only part-time employees, in order to avoid paying medical insurance. 

People who are too poor to pay for medical insurance can receive aid from a federal program known as Medicaid. Medicaid was established in 1965 and is the nation’s largest social- welfare program.


Medicare, another form of federal health insurance, pays a large part of the medical bills for Americans who are 65 or older, or who are disabled, regardless of age. Medicare is financed by a portion of Social Security ta[ paid by each working citizen and by federal funds.

One common criticism of the system is that those who cannot afford health insurance and at the same time are not eligible for Medicaid or Medicare are not able to receive medical care. These may be people who are unemployed or who have jobs without medical coverage. Of course, in an emergency they can go to a public hospital, but they fail to obtain routine care that might prevent illness.

1. Health care in the USA is free.

a) yes b) no c) not sated in the text

2. Every hospital in the USA has expensive machines for treating and diagnosing patients.

a) yes b) no c) not sated in the text

3. Many Americans have insurance that covers most medical expenses.

a)  yes b) no c) not sated in the text

4. Medicaid is a federal program for people over 65 and disabled.

a) yes b) no c) not sated in the text

5. Medicare is a social welfare program which funds the medical care for the poor.

a) yes b) no c) not sated in the text

6. If necessary any person can go to a public hospital.

a)  yes b) no c) not sated in the text

	Transfer your answers to the answer sheet!


Use of English
Time: 15 minutes
For items 1-15 fill in the gaps in the text choosing an appropriate word from the 
box. Choose one word once only. There are two extra words which you don’t have to choose.
	Strange, lucky, agreed, nevertheless, behind, take, from, so, place, around, part, last, from, up, feel, as a result, happiest.


The table has long been the meeting (1) ________ of minds and affection. An invitation to a family dinner in a (2)________ country implies welcome. People are proud of their hospitality and their food, as (3)__________of their culture. In Arab families the meat and conversation are (4)___________important that no one can disturb them. Some dinners in Ireland (5)_________all night, as poetry, song and whiskey follow food. Whether in a restaurant or at home, we (6)__________pleasure in eating together, in resting (7)________ work, in talking and listening, in laughter and jokes. 
As one of the (8)__________ people to grow up in a healthy and stable environment, family meals and dinner parties formed a strong part of my growing (9)______ and mu education. Some of my (10)_________memories are of long evenings with friends or family sitting (11)________a dinner table talking about everything (12)______________ the weather to politics. Admittedly, the majority of the time we (13)_________to differ in our views. (14)____________it gave us a chance to air our views in a safe and sociable environment. (15)_________I feel pretty well equipped for anything in life.  

	Transfer your answers to the answer sheet!


WRITING 

Time: 30 minutes 
Comment on the following piece of news:

Every now and then we forget that the next generation grew up on the cutting edge of technology like Skype and its precursors. I’m both proud and dismayed to realize that while I verbally and ineffectively berate my stubborn laptop, somewhere out there a self-taught 12-year old is building his own wireless network out of tin foil and spare circuit boards. 
Is it possible to paint a portrait of an entire generation? 
Each generation has a million faces and a million voices. 

TIME'S correspondents across the U.S. have tried to find out about this younger generation-by talking to young people, and to their teachers and guardians. What do the young think, believe, and read? Who are their heroes? What are their ambitions? How do they see themselves and their time? These are some of the questions TIME'S correspondents asked; the masses of answers-plus the correspondents' interpretation-contain many clashing shades of opinion, but nevertheless reveal a remarkably clear area of agreement on the state of the nation's youth. 

Youth today is waiting for the hand of fate to fall on its shoulders, meanwhile working fairly hard and saying almost nothing. The most startling fact about the younger generation is its silence. With some rare exceptions, youth is nowhere near the rostrum. By comparison with the Flaming Youth of their fathers & mothers, today's younger generation is a still, small flame. It does not issue manifestoes, make speeches or carry posters. It has been called the "Silent Generation." But what does the silence mean? What, if anything, does it hide? Or are youth's elders merely hard of hearing? 

Write 100 -120 words. 

Remember to 
- make an introduction, 

- express your personal opinion on generation gap and give reasons for your opinion, 

- make a conclusion. 

Write in your own words. DO NOT quote from the given text.
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