THE HISTORY OF JEANS
A. Mind these verbs. They’ll help you to read and speak about jeans:

	Irregular verbs
	Regular verbs

	be-was,were-been

bring-brought-brought

buy-bought-bought

come-came-come

get-got-got

have-had-had

know-knew-known

make-made-made

take-took-taken

wear-wore-worn
	ask

call

discover

dye (красить)
invent

solve (the problem)

want

work



B. This text is about the history of jeans. Read and learn how jeans appeared.

	The first pair of jeans was invented by a Bavarian named Levi Strauss. 

In 1848 gold (золото) was discovered in California.  A lot of young men rushed there to become rich. One of them was twenty-year-old Levi Strauss. He had been a cloth seller in New York. In 1850 he came to California. Levi had practically nothing but some meters of canvas. 

A poor miner asked him what he had brought. “Some canvas”, answered Levi. The miner said:” You should have brought (Ты бы лучше привез…) some pants-durable ones.”

That idea made a revolution in leg-wear. 

Miners worked in diggings and their pants wore out very quickly.

Levi took the canvas to a tailor (портной) and asked him to make a pair of pants. 

The first person in the world who wore jeans was the miner. He was a walking and talking advertisement.

Then more and more people came and bought Levi’s jeans.   


	1. to rush       бросаться, мчаться

“Gold Rush”  «золотая лихорадка»
2. a cloth seller     продавец тканей
3. canvas              парусина
4.  a miner    шахтер, старатель на приисках

5. diggings  рудники, золотые прииски

6. durable pants  (Am.E)  прочные брюки, штаны

7. to wear out   изнашивать


C. “Guessing time”: read and say who/what it is about.

1. They were invented by Levi Strauss.

2. People discovered gold there.

3. When Strauss came to California, he had nothing but it.

4. People who worked in diggings.

5. Miners needed them.

D. What happened next? Change sentences from Active into Passive if possible:

 At first Levi Strauss used canvas. They brought canvas from Genoa, a city in Italy. Then Levi used a new soft but strong fabric (ткань). They brought the new fabric from Nimes, a city in France.  People called this fabric serge de Nimes. Miners called the fabric ‘denim’. 

First denim jeans didn’t look interesting, because they had no colour. Strauss solved this problem. He dyed (красить) the denim blue.

E. Here are some other facts from the history of jeans. Open the brackets and put the verbs into Past Simple Active or Passive.
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One of Levi’s customers ( клиент) (be) a tailor named Jacob Davis. He (be) a Russian immigrant.  Jacob often  (buy) denim from Levi Strauss & Co. 
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There (be) a problem: pockets (rip off / отрывать) pants. So Jacob (get) an idea. Copper rivets (медные заклепки) (use) to hold jeans and pockets together. He (want) to patent an idea, but he (have) no money. On the 20th of May, 1873, a new  kind of pants (patent) by Levi and Jacob. This is the official birthday of jeans. 

Today Levi Strauss& Co (know) around the world. 

F. Can you correct the mistakes?

1. Jeans invented by Levi Strauss.

2. In 1848 gold were discovered in California.

3. Some canvas was bring by Strauss to California.

4. Denim brought from France.

5. Denim was dyed blue with Strauss.

6. A new trade mark ( торговая марка) patented by Strauss and Jacob Davis.  
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