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A.    Some causes of the changing lifestyle in Britain in the second half of the twentieth century include

· a relatively low birthrate (13.9 live births per 1.000 population in 1990);

· the trends towards later marriages and towards postponing births, which have led to an increase in the average age of woman having children;

· the current preference for smaller families than in the past, which has led to a significant decline in the proportion of families with four or more children. In 1990, 21 per cent of households in Great Britain consisted of a married couple with one or two children only, compared with 4 per cent of households consisting of a married couple with three and more children;

· a higher divorce rate (in 1990, 153.000 divorces were granted in England and Wales);

· a growing number of stable non-married relationships. Half of births outside marriages (which now account for 28 per cent of live births in Britain) are registered by both parents giving a single address as the usual place of residence.

B.

The U.S. government is interested in trends that affect the American family. To investigate how families are changing, every ten years the U.S. Census Bureau collects data on all U.S. households. From the information it receives, the bureau examines such important aspects of American life as family size and composition. It can then compare its findings with the results of the censuses taken in the past to identify trends in the American family.

Information from a sample of 57,400 households surveyed by the Census Bureau in March of 1990 indicates that the "traditional" American family—a family consisting of two parents and children under the age of 18—is on the decline. The "traditional" family made up only 40 percent of U.S. households in 1970, 31 percent in 1980, and 26 percent in the year 1990. The more than 70 percent of households falling outside of the category "traditional" family includes households consisting of never-married parents and children, divorced parents and children, couples without children, parents and children over 18 years of age, people living alone, and unrelated adults living in the same household.

Findings of this survey reveal other interesting trends in American family life. One finding was that while the rate of divorce and childbirth out of wedlock (involving couples not married) continued to increase, both of these phenomena increased at a slower pace during the 1980s than during the previous decade. But the number of unmarried couples living together appears to be increasing rapidly, with the number in the 1990 survey showing an 80 percent increase over the number in 1980. The long-term general trend toward smaller families was shown to continue, with the size of the average American household dropping, from 3.67 people in 1940, to 3.14 in 1970, to 2.76 in 1980, to a low of 2.63 in 1990.[image: image4.png]
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