PARAGRAPH WRITING Lesson 1
Let’s start with a quiz. Guess the correct answers and discuss your guesses in pairs. Then read the paragraph below to check your guesses.
	a.
	Before you begin to write you should
 finish the homework for your other classes;
 get some ideas;
 ask your friends for help.

	b.
	Your teacher may ask you to read a classmate’s paper and answer some questions about it. This is because 
 you can learn a lot by reading your classmate’s paper;
 your teacher is too busy to read all the students’ papers;
 you are a better writer than your classmates.

	c.
	Your teacher may ask you to write another draft. This is because
 your teacher can’t think of any new tasks;
 the first time your paper was bad;
 you can make your paper better by making some changes.

	d.
	Before you hand in your paper for a mark you should
 ask your teacher to give you a good mark;
 check it carefully;
 put some pretty stickers on it.


Musicians practice their pieces many times before a concert. Athletes work out before a competition. In the same way, good writers go through some stages when they write.
The first stage of writing is getting ideas. That would be a good idea to learn and practice different ways to get ideas. Try them all and which way works best for you.
An important stage in writing is sharing your writing. You can see how other writers like you did the same task, and you can get some ideas, too. Writing your paper again gives you the chance to improve your paper.
Before you give your paper to your teacher, check it carefully. Read it out aloud. Does it sound natural? Did you remember to write the heading correctly? Did you forget any words? Does your paper look neat? Remember to give your teacher your best effort!
Read the list of terms and say which ones refer to a paragraph.
	SENTENCE
THE SAME TOPIC
BALLET
INFORMATION
	PHYSICS
SPACE
IDEA


Read the following statements and think whether you agree with them or not. Put down “T” for true if you agree with a statement and “F” for false if you disagree. 
	
	I think 
	We think 
	The text says

	1 A paragraph consists of 6-12 sentences.
	
	
	

	2 Only the first explains the writer’s idea.
	
	
	

	3 A paragraph can tell a short story.
	
	
	

	4 The reader understands the writer’s idea because the sentences are arranged logically.
	
	
	

	5 A paragraph has a topic sentence.
	
	
	

	6 Detail sentences give more information about the topic.
	
	
	

	7 The topic sentence is usually the second or the third
	
	
	


A paragraph is a group of about 6-12 sentences about one topic. Every sentence in a strong paragraph is about the same topic. All of the sentences explain the writer’s main idea (most important idea).
When a writer wants to write about a new main idea, he/she begins a new paragraph.
A paragraph can give information, tell an opinion, explain something, or even tell a short story. The sentences are arranged logically, so the reader can easily understand what the writer wants to say. 
In academic writing, a paragraph has a topic sentence that directly tells the reader the main idea. The other sentences in the paragraph, called detail sentences, give more information about the topic. The topic sentence is usually (but not always!) first or last.
Work with your partner. Read the groups of sentences below. Circle the letters of the strong paragraphs. Don’t forget that we are talking about academic writing. 
	a.
	When I need a good place to study, I go to the library. It’s always quiet there, so I can concentrate. It’s easy to find the books I need, and I can search for information on the Internet because there are some computers. The other people in the library are also reading and working, so the mood is good for studying. I study better and faster in the library than in any other place.

	b.
	I need to buy a motorcycle. With a motorcycle, I could get to my job more quickly. It takes two hours to get to work by train. That’s very slow. A motorcycle is much faster. If I had a motorcycle, I could safe a lot of time. Taking the train is not fast enough for me.

	c.
	First, insert a blank CD into my computer. Then, select the song list you want to copy. You will see a button that says, “Click on the button”. Then just wait for a few seconds. That’s all!

	d.
	I will never forget my first day of high school. I was very nervous because I didn’t know any of the other students. In my first class, I looked around for someone friendly. I saw a girl at the front door who also looked nervous, so I decided to make friends with her. Even though I was shy about talking to her, I went up to her and said, “Don’t be nervous. I will help you. Do you want to sit with me?” She looked a little surprised and said, “Actually, I am the new teacher.”

	e.
	Cell phones are very popular. They are really convenient. They’re small and light.

	f.
	Sports instructor is a good part-time job. You can enjoy your favourite activity and earn money at the same time. Some other jobs pay better. You can also volunteer as an instructor. I had a difficult time learning to swim, because my instructor wasn’t very good. My tennis instructor was much better. If  you get a lot of experience as a sports instructor you can get a job at a gym or as a coach in the future.


You are going to read a paragraph “Speaking a Foreign Language is Useful For Exchange Students”. What do you think the paragraph is about? Read the paragraph and choose the answer.
1 The girl has no problem in communication with her friend.
2 The girl is going on an exchange program.
3 Exchange programs are organized in Paris.
1 I got A for my end-of-term test in French. 2 I am going to Paris next week on an exchange program. 3 I’ll be staying with Anne-Marie and her family and then she’ll come and live with my family for a week. 4 I haven’t met her yet but I saw and spoke to her on the Skype webcam. 5 It was great. 6 We understood each other perfectly well, my French professor can be proud of me! 7 I asked him about his trip to France. 8 But strange enough, Ann-Marie finds my name hard to pronounce (I don’t know why – I am Virginia). 9 We already agreed that we’ll have a girl’s night out in Paris. 10 I don’t like pizza, though.
Homework – look at these sentences for a paragraph about travelling to England. What’s the topic? Cross out the sentences that are not connected. On a separate sheet of paper write a paragraph. Prove that this piece of writing is a paragraph.
A lot of people who study English want to come to Britain – perhaps to study English but certainly to try using the language. I’d like to go to England one day. Not all the trips turn out to be a success. Anita came to England to spend a year working and learning English. She is 25 and she comes from France. Now she’s a doctor. She studied English at school for seven years, but she didn’t like it very much she thought that the pronunciation was difficult and the lessons were boring. She liked ice-cream. They learnt about the royal family, the bad food, the bad weather and England didn’t seem to be a very exciting place. Her ideas didn’t change when she came to England for the first time. She stayed in London for two months, but she couldn’t speak much English. She didn’t go shopping. It rained a lot and she stayed at home. She didn’t like it very much.
Choose the topic of the paragraph:
a) Going to England for practicing the language
b) Her teacher was not really good
c) She didn’t visit many museums
d) Rainy weather is boring.


PARAGRAPH WRITING Lesson 2
Read the sentences about paragraph writing and put T for true ones and F for false ones. Correct the false sentences.
1 Paragraphs are made up of sentences.
2 Each paragraph tell us about 2 or 3 topics.
3 All sentences relate to the main (the most important) idea of the paragraph.
4 A detail sentence develops the main idea.
5 The topic sentence should be specific or general.
That’s the correct variant of the paragraph. Compare your variant with this one. Is everything correct?
A lot of people who study English want to come to Britain – perhaps to study English but certainly to try using the language. Not all the trips turn out to be a success. Anita came to England to spend a year working and learning English. She is 25 and she comes from France. She studied English at school for seven years, but she didn’t like it very much she thought that the pronunciation was difficult and the lessons were boring. She liked ice-cream. They learnt about the royal family, the bad food, the bad weather and England didn’t seem to be a very exciting place. Her ideas didn’t change when she came to England for the first time. She stayed in London for two months, but she couldn’t speak much English. It rained a lot and she stayed at home. She didn’t like it very much.
What’s the writer’s most important opinion about the topic?
a) Going to Britain is the best way to practice the language.
b) Visiting the country for practicing language sometimes turns out to be a failure.
c) Students should learn more about the royal family, the food, and the weather.

Look at the topic sentence from the text and choose the best variants:
1 A good topic sentence includes a clear topic/general idea.
2 It also includes an opinion/specific facts.
3 It’s a complete sentence/a phrase.
4 “It’s important to have friends” is a weak/strong topic sentence.
5 “I study karate” is a weak/strong topic sentence.
6 “There are many reasons why English has become so popular” is a weak/strong topic sentence.
7 “English will continue to spread world-wide” is a weak/strong topic sentence.

Look at these topic sentences. Circle the topic in each sentence. Underline the main idea of the writer.
	a.
	My sister is my best friend.

	b.
	Snowboarding is my favourite winter sport.

	c.
	The last CD I bought changed my life.

	d.
	There are three reasons my mobile phone is useful.

	e.
	Reading novels, such as Harry Potter stories, can help improve their English.

	f.
	My part-time job taught me new skills.

	g.
	Disneyland was a great place for our family vacation.



In the following pairs, circle the number of the best topic sentence. Then explain your choice to your partner. Say why the sentences you didn’t choose are weak. Use one or more of these reasons:
● it’s too general
● it’s too specific
● there is no main idea or opinion
● there are more than one main idea

	a.
	1. Many people in England and the United States have cats.
2. Cats are good company for their owners.
There is no main idea or opinion

	b.
	1. Studying English in high school helps you get a better job.
2. We study English in high school.
___________________________________

	c.
	1. The food and people in Japan, Taiwan, and Korea are very interesting and different, and so are the buildings.
2. Traditional Japanese food is different from Korean food.
____________________________________

	d.
	1. My grandfather has helped me in many ways.
2. My grandfather is 89 years old.
____________________________________
	e.
	1. I usually like sports.
2. Baseball has taught me many things about life.
____________________________________

	f.
	1. I got an A on my last math test.
2. I have a secret technique for learning math.
____________________________________






Improve these topic sentences. Choose the main idea for each topic and write a topic sentence. Then compare your sentences with your partner’s one.
a. I have a photo of my girlfriend.
Idea: The photo reminds me of her.
Topic sentence: I carry a photo of my girlfriend to remind me of her.
b. I have a new jacket.
Idea: _________________
Topic sentence:________________
c. The Internet is good.
Idea: _______________
Topic sentence:_____________________
d. My friend is nice.
Idea:________________
Topic sentence:_________________
e. I learn English at school.
Idea:__________________
Topic sentence:____________________

Homework – complete the paragraphs with topic sentences.
	a.
	I would like to ask your opinion on __________________. My English teacher never corrects my mistakes when I’m speaking. Isn’t that her job? How am I going to improve otherwise? Also she’s always telling me that now I’m an advanced student, I should forget all the rules of grammar that I learned when I was younger.

	b.
	I am working as an au pair in London looking after 2 small children. I love my job ____________. For example, I often hear them say things like ‘more friendlier’, whereas I thought it should be ‘more friendly’. It also seems to be common for them to say ‘we was’ instead of ‘we were’. Would it be impolite of me to correct them?

	c.
	I am an intermediate student of English (I have been studying it for 3 years). I’m quite good at reading and writing ________________. My teacher suggests that I listen to the BBC World Service every day in order to improve my listening. The problem is that it’s hard for me to understand every word. 



	a.
	1. an matter which is really annoying me.
2. one fact in my studies.

	b.
	1. but the way that English people speak is a little puzzling.
2. in this family.

	c.
	____________________





PARAGRAPH WRITING Lesson 3
Is it good or a bad topic sentence? Why/why not?
	a.
	Learning a language is difficult, but it doesn’t have to be boring.

	b.
	Language has always been a struggle.

	c.
	Today the final exam began.

	d.
	We had another impossible test today.

	e.
	There are some black students in our school.


Is it a paragraph? Why/why not? Watch a video PARAGRAPH WRITING and find the main parts of a paragraph in this piece of writing. What are the features of a good paragraph?

For many years we think that English is a global language, the language of communication and technology. Everybody seems to learn English and it is common for English to be used as a means of communication between a German scientist and an Italian politician. These days if you don’t know English you are in danger to be excluded from education, work, especially in the world of technology advances.

Read the text. What’s the topic? What’s the main idea? Cross out the sentences that are NOT connected to the topic.
1 I got a letter from the college today offering me a great chance to take Spanish course as well. 2 My College is the best in our region. 3 It will be a lot work but I enjoyed Spanish at school. 4 It is also a useful language for me because it is spoken widely throughout the American continent. 5American continent is in the West. 6Even in the USA, where I want to work one day, almost 40 million people speak Spanish as a first language. 7 I think I’ll start the course and see how it goes.

What do sentences 3, 4, 6 do?
1 Say the same information in a different way
2 Tell a story about the topic
3 Explain the topic sentence by giving more information

Match the parts of a paragraph and their functions:
	1 a detail sentence
	a. tells the main idea of a paragraph

	2 a topic sentence
	b. develops the paragraph by adding more information



Can you name the clincher of the paragraph?

These are the steps of making a list of your detail sentences. Put them in the right order:
· write down EVERY idea that comes to you. Write words and phrases
· use a whole sheet of paper
· underline good ideas
· write your topic at the top
· cross out the ideas that are not related to your topic

Learning a language is difficult, but it doesn’t have to be boring
Number the brainstormed ideas in order of importance (write 1 by the most important idea, 2 by the second most important idea, and so on)
The writer decided not to use two details from the list. Which were they, and why?
… studied for 7 years, can’t speak
… got better marks in Spanish
… French textbooks old
old photos
no popular culture
famous people were dead
… class has to be interesting!
music/films/games
… learn about culture, talk about life
… boring French classes
too much grammar
… best friend was in the same class

Read the paragraph to see if the writer’s order of importance was the same as yours.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Learning a language is difficult but it doesn’t have to be boring. I studied French at school for several years, but I cannot speak a word of French now. The problem with learning French was my classes, not the language. One problem was that our textbooks were too old and boring. The pictures were black and white, and the famous singers and movie stars had already died. We also wanted to learn about popular French culture and talk about our lives in French. Student do not want to do grammar exercises every day and nothing else. The most important point is that the classroom has to be interesting. Students need to play games, listen to music, watch videos and talk about them in the foreign language.  Teachers need to make language classes useful and interesting if they want students to learn.
