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Welcome to Britain

Here’s some information that will help
you to enjoy your stay in Britain.

1 Britain’s weather is very changeable. It doesn’t
snow very often, but it can be rainy, sunny,
cloudy, windy, warm, foggy or cold at any time
of year. If it’s raining when you get up in the

morning, it can be hot and dry by the afternoon.

Generally the west of Britain is wetter than the
east, and the north is cooler

than the south. But be =
prepared for any kind
of weather.

2 The currency in Britain is the pound sterling (£),
which is divided into 100 pence (p). You can
change money at airports, at banks and at some
travel agencies. Look for the name ’bureau de
change’. Credit cards are widely accepted in
shops, restaurants, petrol stations, etc.

3 Shops are usually open from 9 a.m. to 5.30 or
6 p.m. from Monday to Saturday. On Sundays
some shops are open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
but a lot of shops are closed. Most towns have
at least one general shop that is open till late at
night every day. Banks are open from 9.30 to
4.30 Monday to Friday, but most have cash
machines for getting money outside these times.
Museums, art galleries, and other attractions are
usually open from about 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

4 You can make national and international calls
from most public telephones. You will need
either coins or a phonecard. These cards are very
useful for making long international calls. They
can be bought at newsagents and some other
shops which show the ‘phonecard’ sign.

5 All cities have buses, trains, and taxis. In London
there’s also the Underground. People queue for
buses and they get annoyed if you try to push in
at the front. Join the queue at the back. For
longer journeys travelling by coach is a lot
cheaper than going by train, but it’s slower.
Don’t forget, vehicles travel

on the left in Britain,
so be very careful
when you cross the
road. Look both
ways first.

6 Most people in Britain don’t smoke. Cigarettes
are expensive and you can’t buy them until you
are 16. You mustn’t smoke in cinemas, on buses
or on the London Underground, and most public
places have ‘no smoking’ areas. As a general
rule, don’t smoke in queues, in shops or when
you are with other people who don’t smoke,
especially in someone’s house.

7 People usually only shake hands when they are’
introduced for the first time. At other times they
just say ‘hello’. Teenagers generally don’t shake
hands. It's something that adults do.




